But it shall not be so among you
SATURDAY JULY 25 (Mt 20,20-28)

In every moment of his day, from sunrise to sunset, and even in the night, Jesus shows his disciples, with the Word and by example, how one lives in the kingdom of his Father: by placing all his life in disposition of the Father, in service of salvation and redemption. Redemption and salvation are of the soul, of the spirit, of the body. Jesus was never out of his will, but always out of the will of his Father. Never He was from his thoughts, but always from the motion and inspiration, direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The highest example of the service He gave it in the Upper Room, when He bent before his Apostles and washed their feet: “So, during supper, fully aware that the Father had put everything into his power and that he had come from God and was returning to God, he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel and tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel around his waist. So when he had washed their feet [and] put his garments back on and reclined at table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’ and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet. I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do” (Jn 13,1-15). The first service is of the Apostle to the other Apostle. Every Apostle must wash of every other Apostle’s soul, spirit, and body. This applies to each disciple towards the other disciple. This service is before any other service. Only a Church that serves the Church will be able to show the world how one serves, how one loves, how one obeys the Word of Christ Jesus. A Church that does not serve the Church can never be the light of peoples, never salt of the earth, never truth of Christ in the world.
Saint Paul is model of true service to the Church and to the world: “Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to all so as to win over as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew to win over Jews; to those under the law I became like one under the law — though I myself am not under the law — to win over those under the law. To those outside the law I became like one outside the law — though I am not outside God’s law but within the law of Christ — to win over those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, to win over the weak. I have become all things to all, to save at least some. All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too may have a share in it.” (1Cor 9,19-23). “I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your sakes.” (2Cor 12,15). Arguing for a first place when there are seven billion people to serve for leading to the salvation that is obtained in Christ Jesus, through the preaching of the Word and faith in it, it is supreme foolishness. It is Satan’s temptation for the ruin of hearts. As Jesus gave his life for the redemption of the world, so also every Apostle of his must give their life. Whoever surrenders their life in ransom for souls, will never quarrel for a first place. The Christian’s first place is always the cross.
At that time, the mother of the sons of Zebedee approached him with her sons and did him homage, wishing to ask him for something. He said to her, “What do you wish?” She answered him, “Command that these two sons of mine sit, one at your right and the other at your left, in your kingdom.” Jesus said in reply, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I am going to drink?” They said to him, “We can.” He replied, “My cup you will indeed drink, but to sit at my right and at my left [, this] is not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” When the ten heard this, they became indignant at the two brothers. But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and the great ones make their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave. Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
The salvation of the world is from the service of the Christian, never from his heart, and always from the heart of the Father, with the power of the grace of Christ, in obedience to the Holy Spirit.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make as servants, imitating Christ, the perfect Servant of the Father.
